
Textbook Purchase options 
 
Finding Textbooks for CTC Courses 

 

Welcome! This document and its links will assist you in finding textbooks used at Chattahoochee Technical College. 

 

Textbook Buying Advice 

 

1) Confirm that you actually need the book. You can talk with professors, upperclassmen, TAs, etc., and figure out 
whether you'll actually be using the book. 

2) Try to find a free version of that book. Whether it's from your campus library, a local college, or any other source, 
you'll obviously save money by being creative. OpenStax College and some other open-source initiatives also provide 
a growing number of free alternatives (links below). 

3) Determine whether an older version and/or an international version will suffice. If it's approved by a TA or 
professor, you can usually get a great deal by going with one of these alternatives. 

4) If you decide that you must purchase the book, try to buy the book from a fellow student. Buyback services offer 
notoriously shameful prices, so they'll be super eager to sell their book at a fair price (and give you a deal). Facebook 
Groups are probably the most commonly-used manner of accomplishing this at this point. 

5) Finally, if you must buy the assigned book, compare prices using the links below. 

• Information above is from the We are the OccupyTheBookstore Reddit thread 

FREE Amazon Prime Membership for ALL CTC students! 

• Free Amazon Student Membership 

Are you a CTC student? Have you decided to purchase your textbooks from Amazon.com? If so, you can 
sign up for a FREE Amazon Student Membership (a $99 value) when you use your 
@students.chattahoocheetech.edu email. Benefits include Amazon Prime shipping benefits (including 
textbooks purchased from Amazon) free for six months, FREE two-day shipping on millions of items, FREE 
release-date delivery on select items as well as deals and promotions exclusively for students. 

Taking ENGL 1102, 2110, 2130? Free literature eBooks! 

• English & American Literature - Free 

Visit this link’s attached document to see if you can find a free eBook version of required reading for ENGL 
1102, 2110, 2130 or other classes. 

Compare Textbook Editions - using an older edition may be okay (and cheaper!) 

• PickTextBook 

Allows you to see the differences between the latest and previous editions of some textbooks. 

 

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/IAmA/comments/3hgfi3/we_are_the_occupythebookstoretextscom_team_back/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/student/signup/info/
https://libraryanswers.chattahoocheetech.edu/faq/349259?m=p
https://www.picktextbook.com/


Affordable Learning Georgia & CTC's Open Educational Resources (OER) Library Guide 

• Affordable Learning Georgia 

Free Textbook initiative from GALILEO and the University System of Georgia 

• CTC’s Textbook Lending Program    

If you qualify, you may be able to borrow textbooks for free! 

• CTC's Open Educational Resources (OER) Library Guide 

Making free textbooks available to students (for faculty) 

Free Textbook Options 

These websites offer free textbooks: 

• Bookboon 

"Download free ebooks" 

• Flatworld Knowledge 

"Premium Open Textbooks by Top Authors" 

• OER Commons 

"Find Free-to-Use Teaching and Learning Content from Around the World" Specify Grade Level = Post-

Secondary and Material Type = Textbook for best results. 

• Openculture 

"150 Free Textbooks: A Meta Collection" 

• Openstax College 

"Tired of paying an arm and a leg for your textbooks?" 

• Project Gutenberg 

"Project Gutenberg offers over 36,000 free ebooks" - Good source for literature classes. 

Borrow - CTC Title Catalog Search 

 

As a free alternative, students might find textbooks in the CTC library collection. 

The CTC library does not purchase textbooks, but it will accept donations from faculty or students of textbooks in 
good condition, and will add them to the collection. In some cases the library will place textbooks or other course 
materials on reserve. Generally this means they are available for use in the library only. Note that the library's copy 
of the textbook may be an older edition than the one that is used in the course. 

https://www.affordablelearninggeorgia.org/find_textbooks/open_textbooks
https://www.chattahoocheetech.edu/textbook-lending-program/
https://libraryguides.chattahoocheetech.edu/OER
https://www.bookboon.com/us/textbooks
https://www.flatworldknowledge.com/
https://www.oercommons.org/search?f.search=textbooks
https://www.openculture.com/free_textbooks
https://openstaxcollege.org/students
http://www.gutenberg.org/


Students can search in the library catalog  by textbook title, author or ISBN  to determine if the book is in the library 
collection. 

 

eTextbooks - What is an eTextbook? 

 

eTextbooks are eBooks, or digital versions of printed textbooks. They are delivered over the internet or via a 
computer network. Textbooks can be accessed either by download or read directly from the vendor's web 
server.They can be read using a computer monitor or other digital device (such as an electronic book reader, like a 
Kindle or Nook). 

 

eTextbook Tips 

 

Some eTextbooks work with PCs, some with Macs, some with specific eBook readers. Be sure to confirm 
the version of the eTextbook you want to buy works with the device you plan to use. 

Use the ISBN of the textbook used in your class to verify you're purchasing an eTextbook that matches 
that textbook. 

Note that eTextbooks are available for purchase or rental (also called "subscription"). For subscription 
options also check the websites listed on the Rent Textbooks section below. eTextbook rental provides 
access to the eTextbook for a limited time (like borrowing from a library). 

eTextbook printing is limited. If printing is important to you, be sure to check this capability before you buy. 

 

eTextbook Vendors 

 

These websites offer eTextbooks (textbooks in eBook format): 

• Textbooks.com 

"More eBook titles. Easy, instant downloads...WHY SHOULD I BUY eBOOKS VS. PHYSICAL 
TEXTBOOKS? Instant access to your book; Reduced price over physical text; Less weight to lug 
around; Takes up less space; Enhanced features; No paper consumed/no waste produced..." 

• Google Play Store - Buy & read ebooks 

Note: need to log into your Google account to access the Google Play Store - " You can save up to 
80% off print textbook prices when you rent digital Textbooks from Google Play..." 

*Note - Chattahoochee Tech does not endorse or recommend these vendors, we just list them as a service 
to students. Do your own research into these businesses before you send them your money! 

 

Rent - Why Rent? 

 

Textbook rental saves you money - Buying your textbooks is expensive, and who has time to find high-quality, cheap 
used textbooks? You can rent textbooks for a fraction of the cost, and have them delivered right to your door as fast 
as the next day. 

 

 

https://galileo-ctc.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?vid=01GALI_CTC:CTC
http://libraryguides.chattahoocheetech.edu/aecontent.php?pid=145667&sid=1238609
https://www.textbooks.com/etextbooks.php
https://support.google.com/googleplay/answer/3260366


Textbook Rental Options 

 

These websites offer textbook rental services*: 

• CBR (Campus Book Rentals) 

"Rent textbooks and save up to 80%..." This site also allows you to rent textbooks you own to other 
students. 

• Chegg 

"Chegg is #1 in textbook rentals" 

• TextbookMedia 

"At Textbook Media students have options! Students choose the price and the format of their assigned 
textbook" 

• VitalSource 

"#1 in eTextbooks and digital course materials" 

*Note - Chattahoochee Tech does not endorse or recommend these vendors, we just list them as a service to 
students. Do your own research into these businesses before you send them your money! 

 

Buy - Chattahoochee Tech Bookstore 

 

One option would be to purchase from the Chattahoochee Tech Bookstore . 

Buy - Single Vendor Internet Resources 

• Barnes & Noble Textbooks 

"Textbooks any way you want them - new, used, rental" 

• Amazon Textbooks 

Save on new and used textbooks. Kindle textbook rental also available 

*Note - Chattahoochee Tech does not endorse or recommend these vendors, we just list them as a service to 
students. Do your own research into these businesses before you send them your money! 

 

 

 

 

Buy - Multi Vendor Internet Resources 

 

https://www.campusbookrentals.com/
https://www.chegg.com/
https://www.textbookmedia.com/
https://www.vitalsource.com/
https://www.bkstr.com/chattahoocheetechstore/home
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/u/textbooks-college-textbooks/379002366/
https://www.amazon.com/New-Used-Textbooks-Books/b/ref=sa_menu_tb0?ie=UTF8&node=465600


These websites offer price comparisons across multiple booksellers*: 

• Affordabook 

"We search over 20 partners to find the lowest prices..." 

• Bigwords 

"BIGWORDS compares all the best textbook stores at once finding the sweetest, cheapest textbook deals 
on the planet." 

• Bookfinder 

“Compare book prices, including shipping, from over 100,000 booksellers worldwide” 

• Booksprice 

"Compare book prices to find the best price for new and used books and college textbooks at the major 
Online Stores. Our Book Price Comparison is free, objective and easy to use." 

• Cheapest Textbooks 

"The best place to find the cheapest textbooks" 

• GetTextbooks 

"Compare textbook prices & save..." 

• Isbn.nu 

"We offer a quick way to compare the prices of any in-print and many out-of-print books at over a dozen 
online bookstores" 

• SlugBooks 

"Cheat college textbooks. Compare prices. Save money. Make it rain." 

• Textbook Price Comparison 

"We will search dozens of online merchants and show you the cheapest prices. We can usually find prices 
50-85% cheaper than campus bookstore prices" 

• Text Surf 

"Find the cheapest textbooks for your classes" 

• Thrift Books 

"Read more, spend less - a better way to buy used books" 

• Tun 

"Find cheap textbooks with the textbook save engine" 

https://www.affordabook.com/
https://www.bigwords.com/
https://www.bookfinder.com/
https://www.booksprice.com/
https://www.cheapesttextbooks.com/
https://www.gettextbooks.com/
https://isbn.nu/
https://www.slugbooks.com/
https://www.textbookpricecomparison.com/
https://www.textsurf.com/
https://www.thriftbooks.com/textbookssearch.aspx
https://www.tun.com/index.php/book


• AbeBooks 

"Find books for sale from thousands of booksellers." 

*Note - Chattahoochee Tech does not endorse or recommend these vendors, we just list them as a service to 
students. Do your own research into these businesses before you send them your money! 

 

Sell Your Book 

 

These websites will buy back your used textbook*: 

The best time to sell back your books is at the end of the term, when college stores are restocking and will give 
the best prices. 

• Bigwords 

"BIGWORDS compares all the best textbook stores at once finding the sweetest, cheapest textbook deals 
on the planet." 

• SellBackYourBook 

"Get Cash For Your Books! Millions $$$ Paid out. free shipping" 

• TextbookRush 

"Your Online Campus Bookstore" 

• Valore Books 

"Sell textbooks online. Get the most cash back on over 1 million products." 

*Note - Chattahoochee Tech does not endorse or recommend these vendors, we just list them as a service to 
students. Do your own research into these businesses before you send them your money! 

 

https://www.abebooks.com/
https://www.bigwords.com/
https://www.sellbackyourbook.com/
https://www.textbookrush.com/
https://www.valorebooks.com/sell-textbooks

